
Setting Up Your Online Business 

Before you get started, you’ll need a few 

important tools including a PayPal account to 

accept money, an autoresponder account to house 

your list, hosting and domain, and WordPress 

installed and a plugin to create your squeeze page.  

A word of caution: do not try to “get by” with free services. I 

speak from experience when I say, “You will regret it.” You’ll 

eventually end up having to move your entire business to a new 

location. 

You wouldn’t build a house with a plastic hammer, would you? Do 

it right from the start and get the quality tools you need to 

succeed. 

Your approximate online business startup costs will include: 

 Domain name – $10 per year  

 Hosting account – $5 per month 

 Autoresponder service – $19 per month 

Compared with any offline business, it’s relatively inexpensive to 

get started online. And you can write these expensive off when 

you file your taxes! 



Set Up a PayPal Account 

You will need a Standard Business account at PayPal to accept 

credit cards, echecks, and direct payments. The Business 

account allows multi-user access (handy for your accountant) and 

you can operate your business under your company name, which 

will reduce refunds and charge backs. 

 

After you sign up, you’ll need to verify your email address. Check 

your Spam folder if you don’t get the email within a few minutes. 

 

https://www.paypal.com/webapps/mpp/merchant


Click Here to Sign Up for a PayPal Account. 

After you confirm your account, you will need to add a checking 

account so you can withdraw funds automatically. PayPal will 

deposit two amounts under $1 into your checking account. You 

will need to verify those two amounts to activate your account. 

You can also confirm your checking account immediately if 
you have online banking and a 4-digit PIN. 

Set Up Your Hosting Account 

When you're first starting out, you can get by with a basic hosting 

package. When you start getting more traffic than your site can 

handle, you can easily upgrade. 

Whatever you do, don't fall into the free hosting trap. You get 

what you pay for. If you don't want your site to go down twice a 

month or deal with distracting banners on your website, then 

avoid free hosting at all cost.  

MidPhase is a reliable and inexpensive hosting company. You 

can get started for as low as $5.95 per 

https://www.paypal.com/webapps/mpp/merchant
http://afftrk.biz/?a=52606&c=4&s1=


month.

 

 

Step 1: Select a Hosting Package 

The starting prices are based on paying 3 years up front. The 

month-to-month prices are a little more as you can see in the drop 

downs below. All packages come with a free domain. The 

Business Web Hosting package give you unlimited websites and 

databases. 

 



Step 2: Select a Domain Name 

What I recommend you do is register your full name or the name 

of your business. That will help brand you as an expert.  

After you select one of the packages, you can search for the 

domain name you want to register. If it has been taken, keep 

searching until you find one that is available. 

Here are some ideas if you’re full name is taken: 

 firstnamesblog.com 

 nameblog.com 

 nameonline.com 

 namekeyword.com (e.g. johnsmithmarketing.com) 

 

Note: you can use a .net or .biz domain. But a .com looks more 

professional and if someone types in your domain name from 

memory, they will most likely enter the .com by default. 

Once you decide on a domain, click the Checkout button, choose 

a payment option and move onto the next step. You will then 

receive an email with your cPanel / FTP login details. 

 



 

Sign Up For An Autoresponder Service 

Your autoresponder will be the lifeline of your business. So 

don't settle for a cheap system. I can't stress enough how 

important it is to use a quality autoresponder service that gets 

mail delivered. Aweber is the best choice for Internet marketers 

and you can get started for just $1 through this special link. 

 

I send all my mail through Aweber. Here’s why… 

I have done extensive research and testing in this area so I know 

what I'm talking about. It's all about deliverability... 

Aweber has a full-time staff of people who constantly monitor the 

millions of emails that get sent every day and maintain 

http://www.aweber.com/easy-email.htm?id=205091


relationships with the major ISPs (AOL, Yahoo, Google, MSN, 

etc.). 

What that means is, your mail gets delivered. Period. 

If you try to send mail from your own server or use a free 

autoresponder service (and I’m not exaggerating when I say this), 

you'll be lucky if 50% of your mail gets through to its destination. 

And that equates to half of your sales! 

Higher delivery rates = more money in your pocket. And for under 

$20 a month, you can't go wrong. 

Aweber: www.Aweber.com 

Some of the important features I will show you how to use at 

Aweber include: 

 Creating a followup sequence to make money on autopilot 

 Segmenting your list to build better relationships 

 Re-sending emails to people who didn’t open 

 Keeping your list clean to reduce costs 

Spend some time getting used to the Aweber interface and 

reporting tools. If you have any questions, check the extensive 

knowledge base in the support section. If you can’t find your 

answer there, you can submit a support ticket, chat with a 

representative, or even call Aweber’ customer support phone 

number. 

I’ll cover all the details about opt-in forms and squeeze pages 

when we get into the next section.  

http://www.aweber.com/easy-email.htm?id=205091


Install WordPress 

You’ll need your CPanel username and password for this step. 

Open your web browser and go to yourdomain.com/cpanel 

(replace yourdomain.com with your actual domain name). 

Scroll down to Software and Services and click Fantastico. 

 

On the next screen, click WordPress on the left and then click 

New Installation. 

 

 



Complete the form and click Install WordPress. I recommend that 

you install WordPress in the root directory of your domain. 

 

That’s it! On the next screen, there will be a link to your 

WordPress Admin. Log in and adjust your permalink settings. 



 

Install a Squeeze Page Plugin 

I use and recommend WP Optins.  It’s an easy to use plugin that 

creates killer squeeze pages and I’ll be using WP Optins in my 

examples. You’ll want to install and activate the plugin before you 

continue. You can download WP Optins from ResellRightsWeekly 

which is a great membership site run by Mark Austin. You get 

over a hundred products a month for pocket change. You should 

check it out. 

 

http://resell-rights-weekly.com/

